
 Learning Disability Partnership Board 

Thursday 17th September 2015 

Ladies Walk Centre, Sedgley.  

 Who is here - Brendan Clifford, Neil 

Davies (Chair), Adam Kirby, Tina 

Harrison, Sharon Davies, Julie Cox, Paul 

Jaunzems, Madeleine Cowley, Mollie 

Berry, Dave Buxton,  Ann-Marie Vukelic, 

Alex Burns. 

 Who cannot come -  Gilly Hammett, Gita 

Patel, Saleem Naz, Councillor David 

Vickers, Neil Bucktin, Viv Webb, Donna 

Patel,Sarah Offley, Jacqui Howells, 

Linda Nock, Lisa Lockley, Rachael 

Burton 

 Susan Bradley made a record of the 

meeting. 

 Neil welcomed everyone to the meeting, 

and asked who was not able to attend. 

 Minutes of the last meeting were talked 

about. It was agreed that they were 

correct. 



 

 Change on Page 3- Madeleine said she 

did not say the meeting with Nicola was 

not beneficial and asked for this to be 

removed from the minutes, the carers 

were grateful for Nicola to meet with 

them and discuss their issues and 

concerns. 

Dave asked for the paragraph to be 

changed about who he represents at the 

Carers Forum he asked for it to be 

changed to the number of people the 

carers come into contact is limited.   

Members of the Board agreed to the 

changes of the minutes. 

 

Page 1. Brendan said thank you to 

everyone who has helped with the 

health checks. There were more done 

than last year. 

 

 Terms of reference. 

Brendan apologised to members for 

the delay in updating the Terms of  

Reference, it will be updated and 

presented at the next meeting. 

 

There are 5 sub groups, this is a  

group that meets and reports  



to the partnership board –  

 

Health, Employment,  

Housing, Unicorn and Communication. 

 

Employment and the Housing sub  

groups are not meeting at the  

moment. 

 

Dudley Council is in the process of  

going through a corporate  

restructure and there are many  

changes taking place. 
 

 The board spoke about what other 

sub groups may be needed.  

 

Dave asked if there was a group that  

could meet from people who have 

other types of support. 

 
 

 

Brendan suggested a sub group called 

‘Our Ordinary Lives’  

This would include all people. 

 



 

Julie said we should get feedback  

from the Dudley Safeguarding Board  

– Anne Harris. 

 The Carers Group to be a sub group  

 and in the Terms of Reference. 

 

Brendan said that we should make a 

plan for the year which will tell us 

what we will be talking about at 

meetings in the future. 

 

 

Dudley Benefits Service has been 

invited to attend the Providers  

Forum. 

 

 

Sharon read the feedback from Dudley 

Voices for Choice 

 
 

 

AGM 

Dudley Voices for Choice held their 

first AGM last week. It was well 

attended and everyone had a great 

time. 



 

Care Certificate Training 

Dudley Voices for Choice are working 

with the Local Authority to make sure 

that experts are used in the training 

that they are providing. 

 

Safe Places 

DVC are working with Sarah Nixon from 

the police and now have another 8 Safe 

Places and will be going to another 12 to 

see if they can be a safe place. 

 

Rachael and Jacqui went to an event in 

London. Jacqui has been nominated for 

an award called The Hospital Dignity 

Award. This is about supporting people 

with learning disabilities in hospital. 

 

Madeleine asked why DVC had moved 

offices. Sharon said that the new 

office is easier to get to and there is a 

cafe there called DY1. 

 

The Carers group feedback 

Carers had a meeting to talk about lack 

of support for dedicated carers. 

Paul told Madeleine about the monthly 

disco at Parkes Hall Social club and said 

maybe they could meet there. 



 Carers will be meeting with Nicola to 

talk about their ideas for the future. 

 

 

Brendan spoke about the Carers awards 

evening. It was run by We Love Carers. 

Paul is going to speak to Loraine to find 

out if there will be another awards 

evening. 

 

Madeleine told the meeting about HFT 

which is a family carer support service 

that give advice. 

 

 

 

The Providers Feedback 

 

Stuart Lackenby was invited but not 

able to attend. 

Dudley Voices for Choice gave a 

presentation. 

 

Providers went to an event at Saltwells, 

they spoke about the changes in staff 

wages and how it will affect their 

companies. 

 



 

They spoke about the Care Act and how 

it will work. 

 

Commissioning will have another meeting 

with providers in January 2016. 

 

Dave said he attended a Care Act event 

on 2nd October in Birmingham. 

 

 

8. Law Commission’s Consultation on Mental 

Capacity and Deprivation of Liberty 

Safeguards 

The document was shared with 

members. 

 

 The Deprivation of Liberties process. 

This is a legal way of keeping someone 

safe. 

 The document was shared with 

members. 

 

Julie said it is an important consultation 

which relates to Deprivation of Liberty 

Safeguards (DoLS) this is for people 

who live in residential or hospital 

settings.  

The Community Deprivation of Liberty 

(CDoL) is for people living in the 

community and supported living.   



 

 

 

The process is quite complicated. It 

needs to be easier to understand and to 

work with.  

 

The consultation ends Monday 2nd 

November 2015.  
 

 

 

 

 

9.Joint Commissioning Group Update – 

Julie Cox 

 
 

 

The Joint Commissioning Group is a 

group that has both the Council and 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning Group 

members on it. It looks at the legal 

requirements between the two 

organisations 

The main thing they do is, buy and 

make sure services  

meet the needs of people with a  

learning disability and or Autism who 

live in the Dudley borough. 

 



 
 

The people that go to the meeting  

are: 

Dudley Clinical Commissioning 

Head of Commissioning 

Senior Finance Manager 

Dudley Council 

Chief Social Worker 

Head of Whole Life Disability 

Service 

Head of Integrated Commissioning 

Performance and Partnerships 

Strategic Commissioning Manager 

Head of Finance 

 

The group talk and share 

information about finances. 

 

The group looks at what the key 

priorities are for people with 

learning disabilities and or Autism in 

Dudley.  

 

 

The strategies are: 

The Joint Commissioning Strategy 

for People with Learning  

Disabilities. 

The Joint Commissioning Plan for 

People with Autism in Dudley. 

Housing Strategy for People with 

Learning Disabilities. 



 

Specialist Health Services are delivered 

by Black Country Partnership 

Foundation Trust (BCPFT) and are 

provided from Ridge Hill and the 

Learning Disability Community Nurses.  
 

 

The Local Authority and Dudley Clinical 

Commissioning Group work together to 

provide services that are needed for 

people with learning disabilities. They 

also check the quality and outcomes. 

 

The Joint Commissioning Group are 

working on how to meet the standards 

as part of the Transforming Care. 
 

 

 

 

 

10. Winterbourne View – Julie Cox 

 

 

Winterbourne is now part of the 

Transforming Care Programme. 

 

Brendan asked for the agenda title 

to be changed to Transforming Care. 
 



 

Dudley have 6 people who are in 

assessment and treatment beds in 

hospital.   

 

 

NHS England have set a target to 

reduce the number of beds by 

March 2016.   

 

They have introduced new 

standards, hospital admission as a 

last resort. 

 

Care and treatment reviews are to 

be completed before admission.   

 

 

People should be able to get support 

 at any time of the day to support 

them to stay out of hospital. 

Dudley is working with Sandwell, 

Wolverhampton and Walsall to look at 

how we can work together with Black 

Country Partnership Foundation Trust 

to achieve this. 
 

 

Dudley has to tell NHS England by 

21st September on how these  

standards and outcomes will be met. 



 

Dudley have 4 people at Ridge Hill 

and 2 are at an independent hospital.  

 

Dudley has the lowest number of  

people in assessment and treatment  

beds than any other Local Authority.   

Sandwell and Birmingham have more. 

 

 

 

Dudley have good quality specialist  

health community services and social  

services and support from  

commissioning. 

 

People may need to move out of 

borough to get  

specialist services which are not 

available in their area. 

 

Julie said that Dudley keep At Risk 

of Admission register. 

 

 

AleAlex asked what is the longest time a 

Dudley patient has been in assessment 

and treatment bed? Julie said it is 12 

months and was not at Ridge Hill.  Ridge 

Hill is mainly short 

term/acute/emergency 

admissions. 



 Any Other Business. 

 

 

An Older Peoples day event is taking 

place on Thursday 1st October at 

Brierley Hill Civic Centre for people 

over the age 55.   

http://makingitrealindudley.org/older-

peoples-conference-1st-october/ 

 

 

Mandy asked Julie if the Data Sharing 

agreement had been agreed by the 

Joint Commissioning Group.  Julie said it 

has been approved.  The agreement is 

about the sharing of patient 

information between the Black Country 

Partnership Foundation Trust, Learning 

Disability Network and Dudley Group of 

Hospitals.  
 

 

GPs are unable to share names and only 

give numbers about screening. Mandy 

and Julie are going to meet to discuss 

the numbers in screening. 
 

http://makingitrealindudley.org/older-peoples-conference-1st-october/
http://makingitrealindudley.org/older-peoples-conference-1st-october/


 
 

The Learning Disability Network Co-

ordinator post is vacant and will be 

advertised. 

  

The next meeting will be held at Ladies 

Walk on Thursday 12th November 2015 

at 1.30pm. 

 


