
LDPB Minutes 12.11.2015  1 

People Directorate   
Complex and Inclusion Service 
The Ladies Walk Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley, Dudley, West Midlands. DY3 3UA 
Tel: (01384) 813252  Fax: (01384) 813502 
www.dudley.gov.uk 
         

 

Minutes  

Meeting Title  Learning Disability Partnership Board 

Date Thursday 12th November 2015 at 1.30pm – 3.30pm 

Venue The Ladies Walk Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley, 

DY23 3UA – Meeting Room 1 

  

Present 
 
 
 

Brendan Clifford, Neil Davies (Chair), Sarah Offley,  

Paul Jaunzems, Ann-Marie Vukelic,  

Madeleine Cowley, Mollie Berry, Adam Kirby 

In Attendance Gilly Hammett 

Minute Taker Susan Bradley  

Apologies Donna Patel, Rachael Burton, Tina Harrison, Diane 

Baker, Sharon Bilsby, Dave Buxton, Gita Patel, 

Saleem Naz, Julie Cox, Viv Webb, Jacqui Howells,  

Neill Bucktin, Mandy Marsh, Lisa Lockley 

 

 

 

1.  Welcome 

 

Neil welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

 

2. Apologies  

 

Apologies were given as indicated above. 

 

 Sarah said that the number of attendees is not sufficient 

according to the Terms of Reference; the quorum is no less 

than ten members. 

Brendan suggested that the meeting go ahead but no 

decisions will be agreed and be deferred to next meeting 

as necessary. 

 

 3. Minutes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising 

 

The draft minutes dated Thursday 17th September 2015 were 

discussed and agreed. 

 

http://www.dudleu.gov.uk/
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Amendment to the minutes: Page 8 Adam said that 

Birmingham and Shropshire are not transferring their patients 

to Ridge Hill but may use on occasions the assessment and 

treatment beds at Ridge Hill. 

 

Matters Arising 

Page 2.  The invitation to Julia Wade to feedback regarding 

Employment Plus is to be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Page 3. The Market Postion Statement has been circulated 

to members of the Board. 

 

Page 5.  Paul said that he has contacted Loraine at Insight 

and has been advised that they have an office at the 

Waterfront, Brierley Hill.  Some activities are taking place, 

most of the work is regarding summer clubs.  They did not 

know if they would be organising a Carers event. 

 

Page 6.  Brendan attended an event in Walsall  regarding 

Mental Capacity and the proposals.  A vaiety of 

approaches were suggested. 

 

 

4.Learning Disability Partnership Board Terms of 

Reference/Sub Groups 

The revised Terms of Reference was tabled and discussed. 

The changes were highlighted in the document. 

 

The main change  was the names of the sub groups.   

Personalised headings as ‘I’ statements - ‘Housing’ to ‘Roof  

over our head’. 

Suggested sub groups to be in a table format with heading  

and explanation.  Sue to update Terms of Reference with the 

suggested table and present to the next meeting for  

approval. 

 

Unicorn sub group, may need a different group as we need  

to link more with the community. Dudley Advocacy are in  

discussions with Dudley Voices for Choice.    

 

 

5. Feedback from Dudley Voices for Choice  

Feedback from Neil. 
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Dudley Voices for Choice have now got 50 Safe Places 

around the borough and this is increasing each week.  

Dudley Voices for Choice have a team of people who will 

be going out every four weeks to look at and check the 

Safe Places in the borough. 

 

Dudley Voices for Choice have delivered training to over 

200 people in the past two months. This includes medical 

professionals and new support staff. Birmingham University 

invited them back for the 3rd year running.  Dudley Voices 

for Choice have been working with Dudley Council training 

team to deliver some care certificate training. 

 

Dudley Voices for Choice biggest news this month was that 

Neil has been elected as the West Midlands representative 

for the National forum. He had to tell everyone why he 

would be good at doing the job and explain how he would 

do the job to everyone at the meeting. Neil went to his first 

meeting last week, it was for two days in Loughborough. Neil 

learnt a lot about some of the topics which are talked 

about today including the self-assessment framework and 

the way in which the information is given to the 

government. 

 

Neil has been asked to get some information about the 

Partnership Board and the people who are supported 

locally for the next meeting and he will be in touch to get 

those questions answered. 

 

Members congratulated Neil on being the West Midlands 

representative on the National Forum.  Brendan said we will 

notify the Communications team to advertise the good 

news.  

 

 

6. Feedback from Carers Group 

The carers met with Nicola McGregor, Carers Co-ordinator, 

on Tuesday 10th November.  Discussed and considered 

options setting up a carers group.  It is difficult for carers to 

attend meetings when they are the main carer. Considered 

a carers meeting to take place on the same date and time 

as Langstone’s disco, the length of time of the disco, may 

present a problem for some carers. 

 

http://photosym.photosymbols-001.vm.brightbox.net/images/?page=26&SearchInput=people##
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Madeleine and Dave attended a Care Act event in 

Birmingham.  Chris Sholl organised the event and it was 

delivered by HFT.  A good event and presentation. Met with 

other carers.  No significant changes and no resources to 

support it. 

 

Brendan said Social Care and Health have a lot of reports 

for Adults to complete.  Funds have decreased from the 

Government. The Better Care Fund main focus is older 

people. 

 

The Transforming Care Programme proposals are post 

Winterbourne View and are considering named workers for 

people, people to be in control of their own lives, direct 

payments to increase, an easy process and a flexible 

system.  

 

Madeleine will be attending a housing conference next 

week in Manchester. Discussing different models of 

accommodation. 

 

Madeleine raised issues on Dave’s behalf.  The cuts to 

employment and support allowance are reducing by £30 

per week which are mainly affecting people with moderate 

learning disabilities.  Sarah said that the Government are 

voting on this on Monday 16th November.   Michael Wood 

MP requires another 11 people to stop this proposal. 

 

Benefits advice and information is available from the 

Benefits team, Citizen Advice Bureau and the Benefits and 

Work website. 

Brendan suggested inviting Gayna Phelps or Sharon Tilt from 

the Benefits Team to a meeting. 

 

Significant needs are supported, moderate needs do not 

meet the criteria but are part of the Learning Disability 

Partnership Board remit.  

 

Brendan said we need real life examples to show how the 

reduction in benefits is affecting people’s lives. 

 

Sarah said they have been asked to provide information at 

the next Regional meeting on the outcomes of reduced 

benefits to people’s lives and could share the report with 
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members of the Board when completed. 

 

 

7. Feedback from Providers Forum 

Anne-Marie said the last Providers Forum was well attended. 

2 guest speakers attended the meeting, Black Country 

Partnership for Care discussed recruitment, as many 

providers are experiencing problems recruiting staff and 

Michelle discussed expert patient care. 

 

At the next Providers Forum the guest speakers will be 

Sharon Tilt from the Benefits Team and Mandy Marsh from 

PAMHS.  

 

Providers are concerned regarding the National living wage 

which will commence April 2016.  Dudley Council has made 

some provisions.  Madeleine said this is a large national 

issue. 

 

Commissioning have arranged a meeting for providers to 

attend which will take place in January 2016. 

 

Brendan asked what Black Country Partnership for Care 

recommendations were on recruitment, Ann-Marie said 

they will share contacts, suggested apprenticeships through 

college and advised to consider ways of promoting a 

career in social care which could link to other career paths. 

 

 

8. Care Act Advocate – Gilly Hammett 

Gilly gave a presentation which was tabled and  

discussed. 

 

The Care Act Advocate is independent and helps and 

support a person to understand information, have control 

over their life and say what they want and need. 

 

Anne-Marie asked regarding the referral process, Gilly said 

that a social worker is required to complete the referral. 

 

The service is funded by Commissioning. Commissioning 

have agreed a set number of completed referalls.  The 

volume of referals received will vary from team to team.   

 

Complex & Inclusion Service always expect their clients to 

be supported by Dudley Advocacy but this is not the case  
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in some teams. 

 

Gilly said data and outcomes will be recorded over the next  

12 months which could be presented to the members of the  

Board. 

 

 

9.Joint Health and Social Care Learning Disability Self  

Assessment Framework 2015 

 

The document was circulated to members of the Board. 

An annual document with detailed information which is 

anoymous regarding health and support services. The 

information has been requested by NHS England and the 

Association of Directors of Social Services which help them 

to develop plans to improve the lives of people with 

learning disabilities. 

 

The information is not required for 2015 due to the 

document being revised for 2016. 

 

 

10. Transforming Care Programme  

Service Model                                                                           

The draft document was circulated to members and  

discussed.  It relates to Winterbourne View, 

requirements are set for local areas to develop plans to  

transform services they provide for people with a learning  

disability and/or autism who have a mental health 

condition or display behaviour that challenges. 

 

Adam said that Dudley are ahead with community services  

than other Local Authorities. Dudley community based 

services work together and have a good practice model. 

Other areas have not invested in community services for  

short and medium term care. 

 

Madeleine said the Government promised people would   

move out of long stay hospitals. 

 

Out of borough residential services are quite expensive. 

 

Families to be more involved. 

 

To be discussed further at the next meeting. 
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11. Any Other Business 

Meeting dates for 2016 

Meeting dates for 2016 were circulated and tabled. 

Sarah suggested using DY1 as the venue, Brendan asked 

Sarah to make enquiries on the cost, etc and let him know. 

 

Some members asked for the meetings to take place on the 

second Thursday in the month.   

It was agreed to go ahead with the next meeting of 7th 

January, the following meetings to be arranged for the 

second Thursday in the month.  Sue to arrange. 

 
 

 

 

12. Date, Time and Venue of Next Meeting 

         
Thursday 7th January 2016, 1.30pm – 3.30pm at The Ladies 

Walk Centre, Ladies Walk, Sedgley, DY3 3UA – Meeting 

Room 1 

  

 If any parties disagree with any of the above minutes please 

contact the sender. 

Sender Susan Bradley 

 

Tel 

 

01384 813291 

Fax 

 

01384 813502 

E-mail 

 

Susan.Bradley@dudley.gov.uk 
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